
WINTERBORNE WHITECHURCH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WINTERBORNE WHITECHURCH PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7 PM - IN THE OLD SCHOOL ROOM
Present                Cllrs Helen Hakimzadeh (HH), Andrew Howard (AH), Ricky Trim (RT), Julien Turner (JT)
Meeting Chair    Cllr Liam Deeney(LD)
In Attendance     9 Members of the Public (MOP)



                          Clerk - Lisa Thomas
0017 
OPENING REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR
The Chairman (LD) opened the meeting at 7pm.and said that this would be the least Meeting of 2023.  He apologised for his recent Absence owing to illness.
0018 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Angela Erkan (Work) and Ward Cllr. Mrs E Parker (Holiday)
0019 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/DISPENSATIONS RELATING TO AGENDA ITEMS   …..  There were None.
0020
PUBLIC SESSION 
The Defibrillator at Lady Bailey had been used twice and the Pad had been changed.  The Flood problem at Lower Street was raised (see later under 0026 & 0035 )
0021 
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES (11 OCT)
These had been circulated beforehand to all PC Members and posted on the web site for Public consumption.  There wre no comments and they were signed off by HH (as Chair on that occasion).
0022. 
DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT ….. Nil.
0023 
MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES … See Appendix attached hereto.
0024
TO CONSIDER FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR WWPC.
The previous two Signatories (Turley & Parker) had now been erased  It was agreed unanimously to insert 4 new ones – LD, AH., JT and Lisa Thomas – with two such always to act as Signatories.  This long-standing matter could now be dealt with promptly - as the paper-work had already been prepared.









       Action: Clerk
0025 
PLANNING & LICENSING MATTERS
There were No Objections to P/LBC/2023/06439 for No 4 Blandford Hill.
  Action:Clerk

       
0026
PC COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
CSW Road Safety (HH).  The Committee had met and the PC was updated by IHH (and Ian Bruce who had compiled a reply to the DC Road Safety Officer (Tony Burden)) .  A big part of the future work was Speed Surveys to be funded by WWPC - where the relevance to DC considerations was suspect.  The 3 Surveys required might cost some £875 (plus VAT) and would need further consideration by WWPC at next Meeting.  Agreed to send Draft reply forthwith.   Action: IB/Clerk
Flooding (LD) Several Matters had matured – LD had met at Chescombe Court where Sovereign had done an excellent job with linings to Drains & a new underground Pumping System (minimum noise) which had performed well in recent heavy rains.   The side Ditch (south of A354) had been cleared and was now a bit deeper now than the exit field as indicated by recent water levels – but it would help with drainage/flow.  The main river ditch on that south side was (unusually) a DC responsibility (as double Riparian Owner) where even weeds could not be removed due to it being a Main River.  LD was able to hand out his substantial Draft Report to all Cllrs.  - and he was happy that the wider Public should have early sight on request (electronically).  Until a more formal Committee was formed within the Community (and other provisions enacted) the WWPC Maintenance Committee would need to handle the required work on a Self Help basis – where Volunteers would be need as “Flood Wardens”.  His Report reflected much of the earlier work done by W.Stickland to our benefit.  Finally the benchmark Delcombe Borehole was already at maximum level indicating more trouble to come (even if the WS Fish Farm currently for Sale did ever stop pumping).  Given the importance of this matter – see also more dialogue later under ITEM 0035.
Footpaths AH).  He had spoken at end of Meeting with (Tory) Landowner about unsafe Stile along the River Foot path.  To be on next Agenda if work not done to rectify.

      Action: Clerk
Play Park (AE not present).  Mandatory Safety Inspection was now to be arranged.   Action: Clerk
Fields Cl/Triangle Hedge. (LD/RT). WWPC responsibility.  JT would speak C Lovell. Action: JT
War Memorial Clearance for Remembrance Day.  RT kindly volunteered to do it.    Action: RT
0027 
COMMITTEE UPDATES.  
AE had previously agreed to be on the Events’ Committee which could/would include Members of the Public - as well as Cllrs.  The Hedge Work (above, was part of the Maintenance Committee’s remit).
0028 CO-OPTION OF NEW (7TH) COUNCILLOR
Alan Holford Walker had applied to fill the extant (7th) Vacancy and was unanimously co-opted.  He took the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (witnessed by JT as PC Member) and would now completer the DC ROI (Register of Interests) within the statutory period.       Action: Clerk/AH-W
0029 CLEARANCE OF OLD FIELD FLOOD GATE AND SUB A354 DRAIN & DITCH
The expected DC Report had not yet been received.  The more people who wrote in to DC would be of benefit.  Our Ward Cllr. might yet be useful here given that she lived in the village.  It might also be necessary to ask our MP to help.  Agenda Item for next Meeting.

      Action: Clerk
0030 - VILLAGE NOTICE BOARDS.
As the Clerk was content to continue present System – All agreed with that.
0031 – TEDDY ROCKS FESTIVAL/TEDDY 20
The Charity Teddy20 was discussed.  LD explained that he had had an unexpected Meeting with the Founder who had explained that WWPC had been offered tickets for Members of the Public in the past – and that LD now believed that there may have been some comments in past Meetings to the contrary (by the Clerk).  It was suggested by LD that the PC might invite the Charity to talk at the Village Hall – but he was reminded that this was inappropriate, as it might show favouritism to a Charity over others in the area.  It was then suggested that the Idea be raised with the Village Hall Committee to see if they might be interested in hosting instead.


    Action: LD/HH
0032 - TO CONSIDER A RANGE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO ASSIST CLERK’S ROLE.
LD would be able to provide USB Stick at no cost.  He would speak with Clerk about the cost of 5GB>.  All agreed to a dedicated Smart Phone at maximum of £15 per month.    Action:  LD/Clerk
0033 – NEW BUS SHELTER OUTSIDE THE READING ROOM
The Chair said that the PC had perhaps been remiss previously in not obtaining monies available from outside sources including Bus Companies.  The proposal would be much welcomed by those who needed to travel by Public Transport including school children.  The Decision would be held in abeyance until the next Budget was formed.  Meanwhile JT & Clerk would continue to refine options.









Action:  JT/Clerk
0034 – CORRESPONDENCE
Private Yard Sale in Fields Close.  Issues such as Security, Insurance, Access & Parking all mitigated against this Request – and prompted that the Village Hall was a much better option.  Agreed to reply tactfully accordingly to Applicant.




      Action: Clerk
Salt Bins (St Mary’s Close).  Generally a DC matter albeit this one was done as a Private Venture due to delays in original enactment.  Agreed to ask Highways to do the work.   
       Action: Clerk
Flooding (See also 0026 above) – MOPS entitled, even encouraged, to have electronic copy of Draft Flood Plan on demand from LD/Clerk.



            Action: LD/Clerk
Dog Bin Emptying.  Guidance to PCs was to liaise with DC on frequency of clearance.  Agreed that Clerk should clarify with DC






     Action:  Clerk
0035 – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON ALL MATTERS
(Connect with ITEM 0026 above).  It was clear from the W. Stickland example that much of the required work to clear the River Flow would need to be done on a self help basis notwithstanding that much of the river bed & banks were (according to the Land Registry) clearly attributable to the Dorset Council – for instance within 8M of a road was in that category.  In addition a main River had legal protections.  The Land Registry had a publicly available web site on these matters (INSPIRE).  WWPC would be applying to the EA for a Licence to Clear once the Flood Report was adopted.  It would address the entire Parish Stretch.  Given commonality of purpose, the Aim was help DC/EA with their lead responsibility in a timely manner.  In short SELF HELP would be the main Catalyst.  The matter had simply not been properly addressed in the past.
0036 – ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – Weds 10th January 2024
See above & Appendix for details.




             (The Meeting closed at 2021)
